EXCURSION - NEWS SHEET 


Meeting: Nov7 Mr R Purcell - Specialist Photographer of 
: Native Orchids. Stella Bedggood 
Memorial Lecture 


\ 

7 

Meeting: Dec 5S MrH Tjerkstra - Central Highlands Water iN 
(Northern Sewerage Treatment Plant) \ 


Excursion: Nov9 Enfield State Park - Pat and Bill Murphy S 


Excursion: Dec 7 BOCA Block: Tour of Clarkesdale 
Sanctuary, Linton - Mr R Thomas 


President: Mr G Binns 7 Meetings are held at the Art Building, 


Secretary: Mr L Fink School of Mines and Industries, Lydiard St 

Treasurer: Mr J Gregurke South, commencing at 7.30 pm. 

Editor: | MrA Dyson Excursions commence from the corner of 
Sturt and Armstrong Sts., Ballarat, at 9.30 

Postal Adress: am for full-day excursions or at 1.30 pm 


PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. for half-day excursions. 


CHANGE OF MEETING VENUE 


The Committee has completed negotiations for the arrangements 
necessary for a change of meeting venue for the club. 

The new meeting rooms are at the Ballarat Horticulture Centre, 
corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie. the north west corner of the 
North Gardens Reserve of the Botanical Gardens. The club’s long 
standing historical connection with the School of Mines thus remains 
intact! It is considered that this will provide more appropriate meeting 
facilities, supper facilities and parking - all at ground level. The first 
meeting at this new venue will be on December 5th. Please assemble 
at 7.15 pm as the first session of the evening will necessitate an 
excursion further north along Gillies Street. 


DIARY DATES 


November 9 Excursion to Enfield State Park. Depart 9.30 am from 
Book City corner. Lunch time meeting spot - Surface Point Picnic ground 
(off Mt Misery Road) at 1 pm. 


November 21-23 Club Campout at Laanecoorie Lakeside Resort Park 
(Friday pm to Sunday pm) Brownbills Road, Laanecoorie. The club is 
reserving a house unit to accomodate thirteen people at reasonable 
cost. Van sites and camping also available. BYO bedding and food. 
RSVP to John Gregurke by Sunday November 16. Note - 
canoeing is plannned so bring a craft if possible. 


Nov 25 Committee meeting at Durham Lead (Tony Dyson) 7.30 pm. 


Diuris pedunculata — Golden Moths or Snake Orchid 


A common species, growing in large colonies beneath ox 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis, in moist savannah woodlands. It 
has five to seven narrow, basal, grass-like leaves, and the 

nodding yellow flowers are on stems 18-40cm high. Flowers 1, 


in spring. 


Z. 


Wild Plants of the Ballarat Area 


A vast amount of information about plants and their distribution has 
been collected over the years. Tim D’Ombrain realised the usefulness of 
putting all the information for the Ballarat region onto a compact disc. The data 
covers 1800 species, photographs of 950 species, written information about 
most species and shows their distribution in 10km* grids. The Ballarat area 
stretches from Clunes and Daylesford in the north to Geelong in the south, west 
to Beaufort and east to Bacchus Marsh. 

With the use of a computer and the compact disc you can: 

e View a photograph and read a description of a selected plant. 

e Show distribution of a plant throughout the region and relate this to various 
environmental factors such as rainfall and topography. - 

e Prepare a species list for an area. 

The commercial version of the compact disc will be released early in 
1998. Over the next few months extra data on distribution of plants can be 
added to the database. This will make the database a more useful tool. If your 
have species lists for particular areas which you would like to contribute please 
see John Gregurke for more detail. 

There are aspects which good botanical reference books do best. 
These include detailed diagrams, descriptions and keys used to identify 
species. However a computer program can be easily up dated and you can 
select and reorganise information to suit your needs. It is worthwhile following 
the development of this technology. JEG 


Eriochilus cucullatus — Parson’s Bands 


Widespread. The stem is 5-25cm high, and bears one to three 
or pale to bright pink flowers. The flowers are pleasantly 
perfumed, and have a furry labellum. A ground-hugging, 
ovate, basal leaf matures after the flowering period, which 1s 
from late summer to autumn. 


Victoria Park Excursion Sunday 5'" October 97 


There are remnants of indigenous grassland vegetation left in Victoria 
Park. Our excursion visited areas in the south east and south west corners. 
Management of these areas includes occasional burning and but no mowing. 
Gorse Ulex europaeus, Blackberry Rubus sp and Three-corner Garlic Allium 
triquetrum need to be controlled in the Park. 

There are extensive patches of Kangaroo Grass Themeda triandra with 
Creeping Bossiaea Bossiaea prostrata spreading beneath it. The Bossiaea was 
beginning to flower. Other plants seen in flower included Blackwood Acacia 
melanoxylon, Early Nancy Wurmbea dioica Yellow star Hypoxis glabella, and 
Bulbine Lilly Bulbine bulbosa. Three riceflowers were observed. These were 
Curved Riceflower Pimelea curviflora, Common Riceflower P. humilis and Tall 
Riceflower P. linifolia. There are a large number of small herbaceous plants that 
were difficult to identify without flowers. 

_ In the south west corner, a few old Silver Banksia trees Banksia marginata 
are growing. Red gums Euacalyptus camadulensis and Manna Gums E. viminalis 
are regenerating form seed released from mature trees. The lemon flowers of 
Golden Moths Diuris lanceolata provided a colour highlight. 

A plant list of over 60 species reveals an even split between native and 
introduced plants. It is worth stopping when passing by to observe the succession 
of species flowering during the spring months. 

Interesting observations of animals included a Grey Butcherbird (often 
seen near the pony club arena) and a Hare. Brush-tailed Possums had made 
tracks through the grass to connect their favourite trees. JEG 


Leporella fimbriata (formerly Leptoceras fimbriatum) — 
Fringed Hare-orchid 


Common in open heathlands. The ground-hugging, ovate, 
basal leafis green, with red striations. The flower-stem is very 
slender, and 15-25cm high. There are one to three bronze 
flowers, with reddish-brown or purplish markings. The two 
upright petals are broadest at their tips, and the end of the 
purple labellum is deeply fringed. Flowers from autumn to 
winter. 


EXCURSION REPORT - CRANBOURNE BUSHLAND October 26 


The first day of Eastern Summer Time dawned sultry and developed into 
a hot, squally day for our bus excursion to the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Cranbourne. In spite of this, nineteen members and our obliging driver 
Ted Lynes enjoyed a full and interesting day. The ‘gardens’ cover some 
200 ha. of heathland, woodland and areas of arboretum, wetlands and 
Australian Garden under development. The remnant heath and 
bushlands covered during a two and a half hours morning walk revealed 
an exciting conservation area containing many flowering shrubs and 
plants, bird species, reptiles and evidence of the presence of marsupial 
species. Some controlled burning is carried out in selected areas for the 
benefit of native mouse species, and flora. The large area of remnant 
bushland is an impressive natural environment and noticeably free of 
introduced plants. 

Trig Point Lookout on an elevated section of the park provides 
good views of the extent of the Gardens and beyond. To the north lies 
the Australian Garden section which is to be planted with Australian 
natives in the near future. 

After a picnic lunch at the Stringybark Picnic Area the shorter 
tracks to the south were taken to examine the arboretum section. Groves 
of Australian trees in species groups have been planted there. 

Of the twenty nine species of birds listed during the day Wagtail, 
Dusky Woodswallow and Spotted Pardalote were observed nesting. 

We are most grateful to Ted for the organization of our transport 
and his expert driving during the excursion, which proved to be quite a 
successful venture. 


GWB 


Glossodia major — Wax-lip Orchid 

A widespread species. The stem grows to 30cm high, and has 
a hairy leaf 3-10cm long by 1-2cm wide. The deep blue flower 
has a purple labellum, with a conspicuous white patch. 
Flowers in spring. 


— Birds autteorllaccdl- - Q sig ? 

The decline in woodland birds was the theme of the Birds 
Australia Congress in Albury in October. More than a 
quarter of all species of our woodland birds are thought 
to be in decline or threatened, and certain species seem 
to have gone from some areas. The decline has been 
attributed to the clearance of woodland for agriculture, 
firewood and development. Of special concern is the 
extensive clearing of brigalow in southern Queensland ana 
inadequate protection of remnant woodlands - conservation 
efforts being focussed on rainforest, 


Some 300-450,000 ha of woodland are being cleared annually 
and millions of tonnes of fhrewood being extracted. Only 

15% of our woodlands are left and Only 2% of box-ironbark 

forests are reserved, For every 120 ha cleared, only one 

is revegetated. 


Speakers noted with concern the decline in species such as 
the Regent Honeyeater, Grey-crowned Babbler, some parrots 
and small birds like Speckled Warblers, Diamond Firetails, 
even Crested Bellbirds, which seem to have disap peared from 
5ome areas. The Grey-crowned Babbler has declined dramatic- 
ally and is now endangered, due to vegetation clearance and 
fragmentation of habitats and families. A four-year survey 
Of a woodland remnant at Moston showed that of 88 species, 
34 were no longer present. One scientist found that a small 
loss of habitat could cause a dramatic overall decline with 
an incremental effect from disruption of the ecolagy. Other 
factors included climate and rainfall changes, lack of 
diversity in plantations and the effects of toxic chemicals, 
In one instance in WA, an estimated 50,000 birds died of 
Chemical poisoning. 


Considering the dynamics of the changing landscape, speakers 
urged the conservation of temperate woodlands through the 
encouragement of farmers to retain remnant patches and to 
revegetate, the establishment of corridors to ange edger? 
education in awareness and funding to promote an/ddh6%aging 
Change in attitude (&.g. ‘one-off' farmer compensation). 


The Congress was followed by an enjoyable campout near 
Chiltern with intensive surveys of the box-ironbark forests, 
remnant woodlands, northeast forests and Murray-Ovens wetlands, 
concentrating on. Regent honeyeaters, grey-crowrd babblers, 
Swift and Turquoise parrots and barking owls. 


About 10 million ha of land has been cleared since the KAQU 
published 'The Atlas of Australian Birds! in 1984. Work on 
a revised atlas is to begin, and there: are forebodings about 
the changes in status that the new surveys may reveal. 


- Another more heartening picture was evident at ‘tHe WVFNCA 
weekend at Donald, where local farmers and LandCare members 
have carried out extensive tree planting on roadside reserves 
and farms. Remnant vegetation, such as native grassland, 

has been fenced in most impressive efforts to restore some 

Of the original habitat and to create woodlands, both for 
their natural values. and to lower the watertable and reduce 
Salinity. The Donald community has every right to be proud 
of its achievements - a really massive effort. 


M.R, 


Leaf-curling Spider 


ae 
The leaf-curling spider is easily recognized by the curled leaf ae ao Lei Al 
placed near the top of its fan-shaped web. The leaf serves as mile ah 
the spider’s hiding place, and may be shared by both the male ‘i ; : 


and female after mating. It has a light brown oval abdomen with 
a pattern of creamy yellow and dark brown stripes and triangles. 
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Mayfly 


The mayfly can be seen at night flying around lighted windows, 
and usually near to water. It cannot feed and does not live long 
-as an adult. As a larva, and later as a nymph, it lives underwater, 
eating plant material. The long-tailed nymph comes to the 
surface to moult and reveal the winged sub-adult called a 
subimago. This soon moults again into the true adult, which 
then engages in a swarming mating flight, to continue the cycle. 


Introduced Mammals of Australia. No23 
Found in and around Ballarat. 


The Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus. 
Order Rodentia, Suborder Myomorpha, Family 
Muridae. 


The Brown Rat is the dominant rodent of Europe, 
although they arrived on the first fleet they h 
have failed to spread much beyond the major coast- 
al cities and ports, not being a climber it is 
mostly found at ground level or below, in cellars 
sewers, warehouses and wharfs, around ports is i 
it's favoured locality. 

If relatively unpersecuted the brown rat lives a 
colonial life in burrows, these can be extensive 
and have been known to remain in use for 20 years 
arranking order exists. 

Not a nice animal either in looks or disposition 
it is thickset with scruffy brown fur, if trapped 
it will hurl itself at it's tormentors repeatedly. 
Around human habitation it eats most human food 
the spoilage of which involves a considerable eco- 
nomic loss. 

Brown rats have proved useful to man as labority 
animals losing it's agressiveness and unpleasant 
apnes lane. when domesticated. Many different 
gtrains and colour mutants have made it a popular 
pet. 

The female is a prolific breeder and can produce 
litters of up to 18 (usually 7 to 10) the gest- 
ation period is 21 to 23 days and the young are 
weaned when about 20 days old, born blind they 

are well furred by 10 days the eyegspen at about 

15 days when they begin +o explore the nest. 

Pheir status is locally common there are no sub- 
species and they have very likely been 1n Ballarat 


for some time 
Eifin 


Stella Bedggood 


The Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture was Inaugurated In 1979 to honour the 
memory of an esteemed Life Member of the club. The first speaker was Dr Jim 
Willis, the distinguished Victorian Government Botanist, who had known Stella for 
many years. 


Stella was a long-serving member of the club. She was known and respected as a 
botanist, bird observer and photographer, not just in Ballarat but among likeminded 
enthusiasts, amateur and professional, in the wider community. 


English-born and largely self-taught in natural history, she did most of her studies 
in an era when, unlike the present array of illustrated field guides, there were few 
books for amateurs. Then the pursuit of natural science was a matter of individual 
diligence. Armed with Willis's Flora she would patiently key out plants, always 
searching for more knowledge. She was meticulous in gathering precise 
information, which made her quite formidable in the conservation tussles of the 
seventies. Economic decisions were resulting in the clearing of local hardwood 
forests for pine plantations. Stella had the attention and respect of the Forests 
Commission officers and was able to save many areas by putting a strong informed 
Case. In often emotive issues, her calm persistence worked quiet miracles. 


_ She did much of her field work with her husband Ted, accompanying him into the 
bush when he was cutting firewood. Few people had such an intimate knowledge of 
the bushlands in this region. They were also intrepid travellers and went on birding 
expeditions across the continent when the road across the Nullabor was still a 
gravel track. : 


In the club she was most valued for her leadership and teaching. She was a patient 
instructor for anyone eager to learn. There are still club members who owe much to 
Stella's enthusiasm and influence. She was strict in her expectations that the bush 
should be understood and respected without undue interference. 


She had a great sense of humour, loved her family above all and was a kind friend 
to many people who were handicapped In some way. 


The same meticulous attitude that she brought to the pursuit of natural science, she 
also applied to photography as a very successful member of the Ballarat Camera 
Club. She was president for many years. 


When she died, the Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat was bereft of her friendship 
and especially her wealth of knowledge. The years have enabled others to take her 
place as teachers and leaders in the field, but the club remembers her with 
gratitude, affection and admiration. 


